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“God will share His life with me”

First Communicant Jack Tyler Scheer-
er expressed his thoughts on receiving the
Eucharist for the first time: “I share in the
Body and Blood of Christ. My whole fam-
ily will be able to receive Communion to-
gether.”

Anna Rose Cobourn, another student,
said, “Receiving the Sacrament of Holy
Communion is special for me because God
will share His life with me.”

PREP teacher Glenda Peleggi adds,
“Being able to participate in something
that their parents do each week is a big rite
of passage for them. They’re excited about
the ceremony . . . but I also think they’re
excited about being able to fully participate
in the Mass.”

Mrs. Thomas notes that although
preparation formally begins in first grade,
parents can start early by praying with their
children, bringing them to church each Sun-
day, explaining the Mass in simple terms,
and teaching them how to be respectful
and reverent in church. As she says, “Even
the youngest ones will realize that being in
church is special or different if everyone in
the family acts that way.”

Newsletter

By Fr. Kean

With hundreds of parishioners having re-
cently celebrated Confirmation or First Holy
Communion, it’s a good time to talk about Sac-
raments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation,
and Holy Eucharist. But you may also know
that the Church places particular emphasis on
these sacraments during Lent and Easter.

After receiving these sacraments, one is
seen by the Church as being fully incorporated
into the Body of Christ, a fully initiated mem-
ber of the Christian community. When using
the word “initiation,” though, we should re-
member that it means something very differ-
ent than being initiated into a club, sorority, or
fraternity.

We’re turning to a life in Christ

Our Catholic understanding of the Sacra-
ments of Initiation is more clearly expressed
in the word “conversion.” We become Chris-
tians by a process of conversion— metanoia
in Greek, which literally means “a turning
around.” Conversion is a process of turning
from a life of selfishness and sin to a life in
Christ.

Jesus says in the Gospel of John: “I give
you a new commandment: love one another. As
I have loved you, so you also should love one
another. This is how all will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another”
(John 13:34-35). Christ, through the Church,
has provided us with sacraments, rituals that
help us mark and celebrate this conversion pro-
cess. The Sacraments of Initiation are invita-
tions into a lifelong process of conversion, of
turning away from our former selves to put on
Christ.

The presence of God is known more deeply

For a majority of us, our reception of the
Sacraments of Initiation took place long before
we could fully appreciate the transforming ef-

A Lifelong Process of Conversion:
What are Sacraments of Initiation?

fect they have on our souls: to be immersed

(literally at our Baptisms) into the Passion,

death, and resurrection of Christ.

For 15 parishioners, their experience of
the Sacraments of Initiation culminated at the
Easter Vigil. For Laurie Abele, Nicole Buck,
Brittany Burkland, Joseph Calabro, Thomas
Emory, Jonathan Follett, Kelli Follett, Amanda
Kruse, Nancy May, Luis Ortiz, Jamie Pileri,
Rebecca Purnell, Andrew Purse, Chelsea
Roch, and Scott Spaulding, their experience of
Sacraments of Initiation began last September,
as they began their formal initiation into the
Catholic Church, through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

The RCIA is designed so that adults, who
after having heard the mystery of Christ pro-
claimed, consciously and freely seek the liv-
ing God and enter the way of faith as the Holy
Spirit opens their hearts and makes the pres-
ence of God known more deeply to them.

Participants in the RCIA go through a se-
ries of rites:

e Period of Inquiry, when someone be-
lieves he or she is being drawn to the
Catholic faith.

¢ Rite of Acceptance into the order of
Catechumens, a formalized period of in-
struction in the faith.

¢ Rite of Election, which takes place dur-
ing Lent and is the most intense period of
preparation for the reception of the Sacra-
ments of Initiation.

The Sacraments of Initiation are integral
to our lives as Catholics. In Baptism, we are
freed from the power of darkness and joined
to Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
Through Confirmation, we are infused with
the Holy Spirit and called to the culmination
of Christian Initiation. And in being invited to
participate in the Celebration of the Eucharist,
we are invited to sustain our ongoing conver-
sion and enter more deeply into the Body of
Christ.

——— summer 2009 .




i/
iy gg A

Saint ]oseph Parish
460 Manor Avenue
Downingtown, PA 19335

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 16
Downingtown, PA

/'

LM A0l ] | e =l = T D -

By Maria Schultz

There are vacations, staycations, and in
early August, you can enjoy several days of a
playcation.

Mark your calendars for the second annual
St. Joseph Community Festival, open to the en-
tire community. The carnival-type event will run
Tuesday, August 4, through Saturday, August
8, from 6 to 10 p.m. on the parish and school
grounds.

“This year’s festival is going to be even
bigger, better, and more family-focused,” said
Howard Crawford, the festival’s coordinator.
The event is organized and run by the Knights
of Columbus.

“We had great success last year and the
Knights were able to give a substantial sum
of money back to the parish,” Mr. Crawford
said. “We’re expecting more than 3,000 people
this year and we’re looking to give back even
more.”

From a ferris wheel to a dunk tank,

And hot dogs to live music

Oscar Amusements will again be handling
the rides, including a brand new ferris wheel. A
dunking booth is in the works, and Father Kean

has offered to sit inside. (Kids, start warming up
those pitching arms!)

The festival will also feature a variety of
food vendors, including Mom’s Bake at Home
Pizza, Italian subs, crab cake sandwiches, ham-
burgers, hot dogs, and Frank Manetta’s famous
sausage and pepper sandwiches.

There will be more games for both younger
and older children. Also new this year for the
adults, the festival will feature live music on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, as well as a beer
garden.

Family Nights will return: On Wednesday,
August 5, and Thursday, August 6, you can pur-
chase a wristband and be free to ride the rides
all evening.

The festival is co-chaired by Frank Manetta
and Joe Cipollini, with Bob Anguilo serving as
treasurer. These men, along with all the other
Knights of Columbus and countless volunteers,
make the festival as successful and as popular
as it is.

All parishioners can help the festival

help the parish

The Knights are looking for a couple of
things from parishioners this year, in terms of
booth volunteers and donations.

Rides, Games, Food, and Fun: August 4-8, We Hope You’ll Come!

If you are interested in volunteering at the

festival, please go to the parish Website

(www.stjoesdtown.org) or the Knights of

Columbus Website (www.kofc7208.org) to

see what volunteer needs exist and how to

sign up. Just follow the St. Joseph Commu-
nity Festival links on either of these Web-
sites.

e The Festival Committee is also asking for
donations of new or “like-new” stuffed ani-
mals to be used as prizes for the children’s
games.

e  Also, new, unopened bottles of wine or spir-
its are being accepted as donations for the
“Cheer Wheel,” a new adult game this year.

e Finally, spread the word!

All donations can be dropped off at the
Holy Family Center.

“The entire goal of the festival is to give
back to the parish,” said Mr. Crawford.

So mark your calendars, spread the word
to your friends and neighbors (remember: the
community festival is open to all), and watch the
Sunday bulletins and Websites listed above for
updated information.
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