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Saturday, 5:00 pm
Sunday, 6:00 am, 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 noon, 4:00 pm

Mon-Fri 7:00, 9:00 am; Sat. 8:00 am
As Announced

Perpetual Adoration in the Holy Family Chapel

Sundays at 1:00 pm. Please call the parish office to schedule a Baptism.

Saturdays, 3:30 pm 4:30 pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6: 30 am and 8:30 am;
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm

Couples planning to marry are asked to meet with their parish priest as soon as
possible after their engagement and to enroll in a marriage-prep program
(Unitas) at least six months prior to the wedding.

L}
The next registration will take place next Sunday, December 6, at 10:00 am in the
Parish Meeting Center, located behind St. Joseph Education Center. Thisis a
combined registration for November/December due to the holidays.

The Holy Rosary: Recited before the 9:00 am Mass daily
First Saturday Devotions: Held the First Saturday of each month at 8:30 am
Miraculous Medal Devotions: Every Tuesday after 9:00 AM Mass

o "To You my God, | L my soul, | trust in You;
Let me never come to shame.
Do not let my) enemies laugh at wme.

s NO owe who waits for you is ever put to shame.
ADVENT




BAPTISMS

Dueto an early publication deadline,
November 22 & 29 baptisms will appear in
the December 6 bulletin.

Parents of babies to be baptized are asked to please
register for Pre-Jordan, a three-week program at St.
Joseph Parish, recommended by the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia for the formation of parents having their
children baptized. Meetings are normally held on
Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM. To get the most benefit from
these sessions, we encourage you to attend during your
pregnancy. Please visit our web site for further details and
for registration information or call the parish office.

Remember In Your Prayers:

Al
W

Please call the parish office (each month) if you
would like to remove someone s name from this list.

those who are sick: Joan Ashton, Molly Baldwin, Karen
Batty, Robert Bellard, Kayla Cameron, Anthony Colatta,
Anthony Bianco, Patrice Blasdell, Rosemary Brady, Steve

Campbell, Lorraine Carlin, Laura, Carter, Anita Conant,
Florence Ceulers, Nancy Chinery, Russ Conway, Agnes
Cummings, Gino DiBernadetto, John DiBerardinis, Mario

DiFrancesco, John Dmytriyk, Sr., Joe Dunn, Nancy Farrell,
Dorothy Fay, Rosemary Fernandes, Dorothy Foy, John Francis,
Vincent Gazzo, Al Greco, Don & Dorothy Habermann, Sr.,
Eileen Heller, Mason Ippolito, Chris Jones, Doris Jones,
Rosemary Kenny, Tiffany Kirlin, Fred Koerber, Sonia Layada,
Anne Lewis, Frank Mariani, Derek Martin, Brett McAllister,
Murial McCann, Roberta McCormick, Kaitlyn McLaughlin, Jay
McManus, MaryJo Mento, Glenn Miller, Richard Monte, Ross
Murphy, Patrick Oakes, Oakes & Martin Families, Jo O Brien,
Carmela Pietrinfreni, Martha Poff, Jacob Replogle, Barry
Romley, Helen Rosciolo, Dolores Rudetys, Dave Sankula,
Christopher Sauk, Ed Sauer, Robert Sheddy, Mary Sheridan,
Peter Short, Mario Spoto, Katherine Sousa, Sister Mary
Stanislaus, Jim Stratzell, Debbie Theurer, Smiles Thomas,
Peter Walker, Joan Walsh, Betty Ward, Bill Ward, Zachary
Weaver, Mary Young.

those who have died : Sally M. McClay

shopwithscripiﬁcom

Order Manna at shopwithscrip.com.
Ordersare due by 11:00 AM Mondays
and ready for Pick up on Thursdays.

ANNOUNCED MASSES THIS WEEK

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
5:00 PM-Mary Merkt Short by Short & Ferris Families
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
6:00 AM-For the Parishioners
7:30 AM-Deceased Members of Cellini Family by Family
9:00 AM-Leona Gdula by Family
10:30 AM-John & Mary Hounsell by Walsh Family
12:00 PM-Joseph K. Bowman by Family
4:00 PM-Alice & Canoe Gazzerro by Daughters
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
7:00 AM-Tracey Swift by Family
9:00 AM-Agnes Bucha by Joe & Aggie & Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
7:00 AM-Ronald Lockhart by Andy & Marion Mento
9:00 AM-Marie R. & Donald R. Herb by Herb Family
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
7:00 AM-Victor Taraschi by Wife
9:00 AM-Dora R. Frederick by Sister, Mary M. Mento
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3
7:00 AM-Mary Ellen (Mike) McBride

by Mrs. Alfreda DiOttavio
9:00 AM-Sadie Keane by Sarnak Family
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
7:00 AM-John Meehan by Wife
9:00 AM-Michael Paquet & Margaret Osborne

by the Green Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:00 AM-Holy Souls in Purgatory

The Altar Flowersarein memory of |
Ann O Donnell .
WA by The Prime Timers

The Sanctuary Candle burnsin memory of
John Belnomi

ANNOUNCED MASSES NEXT WEEKEND

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

5:00 PM-Theresa & Anthony Vitiello by Children

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

6:00 AM-For the Parishioners

7:30 AM-Deceased Members of the Muzii Family by
Anderson,Freas & Malle Families

9:00 AM-Cesare Fersini by Cassidy Family

10:30 AM-Rose DiStefano & Anthony DiStefano
by Mother

12:00 PM-Dominic Binh Than by Family

4:00 PM-George Bird by Ronnie & Family

PARISH REGISTRATION I

Next Sun., Dec. 6, 10 AM - Parish Megting Center |
Located behind St. Joseph Education Center. I
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(from The ‘Pastor

we can do this:

and help others.

us the gift of eternal salvation.

This Sunday, we begin the holy season of Advent, atime of spiritual preparation for the great
feast of Christmas. We can and will be busy in these next four weeks with many good things:
writing cards, getting theright gifts, preparing a good meal. However, in the midst of
everything else, we need to prepare our souls to worthily celebrate this feast. How can we do
this? | suggest we make a personal retreat throughout this season. Here are some ways in which

Receive the sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation during Advent. Wewill have our parish penance service,
with additional priests available, on Tuesday, December 15th, at 7:00 p.m. in church.

Attend daily Mass to spiritually prepareto celebrate the Lord s coming among us. Nothing helps us face our
daily challenges better than the strength that comes from receiving our Lord in the Eucharist.

Set aside time for personal prayer and Scripture reading, which can help keep us focused throughout the
busyness of this season. Spend time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament at our adoration chapel. Praying a
devotion such as the Rosary is an excellent tool for developing our spiritual lives.

Along with prayer, comes good works. We have a strong tradi tion here at Saint Joseph of supporting the
Giving Tree. There are also many other groups and peopl e that need our assistance. Use this time to reach out

Normally, we go away for aretreat, but when that is not possible, it doesnt mean that we cant use the gifts God
has given us and make a personal retreat in the midst of our busy lives. We can enjoy the wonderful events that take
place during this season, but let us not miss the most beautiful gift of al: the gift of our Savior born for us to bring

God Bless you All!

Maresgin g

BLESSING OF OUR
OUTDOOR NATIVITY!

Please plan on attending the blessing of
our outdoor nativity immediately
following the 7PM Mass on December 8,
The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation.

Last year this was a beautiful evening, with a brief candle
light procession to the front of Church, a few carols, and
the blessing of the manger. What a wonderful
opportunity to witness to the real meaning of Christmas.

Please save the datel!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE

In addition to theregular Tuesday & Thursday confession
schedule, an Advent Penance Service will be held on
Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00 PM. Please take
advantage of this opportunity to prepare your hearts for
Christmas! Please note the 7:00 PM start time instead of
our regular 6:30 PM confession time.

Also, Please take Note:
Confessions will not take place on
Wednesday Evenings on
December 9
Day of Sanctification for Priests
December 16 & 23
Area Parish Penance Services

****REMINDER****
BULLETIN DEADLINE:
MONDAY AT NOON
ANY REQUESTS AFTER THAT WILL BE IN THE
NEXT WEEKEND S BULLETIN.

Please note:
The following Bulletins are due early

December 20 bulletin due on December 14
December 27 bulletin due on December 18
January 3 bulletin due on December 23
(Please hand in any ads 2 days prior to deadline)
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LETTER FROM CARDINAL RIGALI DOWNINGTOWN

Dear Brothers and Sistersin Christ, CHRISTMAS PARADE

During this time of Thanksgiving, many of us will take a moment to | The parish will again sponsor

reflect on the blessingsin our lives. afloat in the
As | look back on the past year, | am thankful for thetireless effort and Downi ngltbzrwar&e(ni hristmas

generosity of those who have supported Heritage of Faith ~ Vision of ‘g
Hope. This historic effort, which began a little more than 15 months nzzrtljg; ?Q?n;?; ?:]Ii :gafot?]r;
ago, is enabling the Church of Philadelphia to respond to the needs of

. ; successful parade.

its people now and in the future. Sixth graders this s an
Through the dedication and prayers of pastors, volunteers and donors, opportunity to earn service
over 21,000 families already have made pledges and gifts totaling $110 hours.

million toward our goal of $200 million. Many more parishes will Anyoneinterested in
introduce this extraordinary endeavor in the coming months, which participating please contact
encourages us that our goal will be met. Emily Feist 610-384-7020 or

Kathy Stevens 610-873-8042.

On behalf of the people, parishes and programs that will benefit from
your sacrificial pledge, | extend my gratitude.

Sincerely in Christ,

+Justin Card. Rigali
Archbishop of Philadelphia

The Giving Tree Project is Here

Don't forget about the Giving Tree. Your hep is needed even mae this year. Simply take a tag from the
tree, purchase the requested gift, and return the gift, with the tag securely attached, under the tree. Please
remember, ALL GIFTS ARE DUE BACK BY WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16. Also, please pay
attention to the tag. Some have specific instructions regarding early due dates or no gift-wrapping.
And we are looking for hdpers to sort the gifts on Friday evening, December 18, at the church. If you are
interested in helping, or have questions, contact Nick at 610-269-5450 or 610-578-5085. And once again,
thank you for all of your support and generosity on this important project!

**|f your tag isfor a cash donation or gift certificate please place the gift in an envelope,
attach the tag and return it to the parish office.**

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND
&2, DECORATIONS < Please remember

Remember your loved ones at Christmas! St. Joseph Parish in your will.

Donations will be accepted to help defray the cost of all
our beautiful Christmas decorations in and around the
church. Bring the names of your loved ones and
donation to the parish office by Thursday, December

10. We are asking a donation of $10 for each one of Have you moved recently’?

your loved ones to be remembered. The list of names

will be published in the bulletin on December 20. If you have moved, or have been married

Names of deceased: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) recently, changed your phone number or
email address or any other changes in your

1. household...

2 Please contact Roe DeRitis at

610-269-8294
3. or emailroed@stjoesdtown.org to update
A your records at the parish office.

Thank you!
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2009 - 2010

Il

The Book of Revelation

In this intriguing look at one of the most talked-about books in Scripture, Jeff Cavins explores Revelation
to demonstrate how the Kingdom established by Christ in His Church is intimately connected with the
Kingdom of Heaven, especially through the celebration of the Mass. You will also learn what all the
mysterious figures and images of Revelation represent, as well as what will happen during the Second

Coming of Christ, what has already happened, and what is happening now in salvation history.

Part One -1 Session Remaining - Dec. 1 & 2
Tues. at 7:00 PM in the Parish Mtg. Center OR Wed. a 9:45 AM in the Parish Mtg. Center
Part Two - Five Consecutive Sessions Beginning:
Tues., Jan. 12 at 7:00 PM in the Parish Mtg. Center OR
Wed., Jan. 13 at 9:45 AM in the Parish Mtg. Center

PLEASE PRAY

FOR THE SAFETY
Qﬁﬁr ‘ OF OUR MILITARY " _%}

Al mlghty & eternal God, those who take refuge in you WI|| be
glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect them with the
shield of your srength and keep them safe from all evil and
harm. May the power of your love enable them to return home
in safety, that with all who love them,
they may ever praiseyou for your
loving care. Amen

Spc. Amber Baldwin
Steve Bigos
Andrew Bowser
Charles Carroll, Jr.
2nd Lt. David Carson
Christopher Daily
Sarah DeBarberie
Capt. Pamela DeFazio
Christopher Deutfch

Phillip Johnson
Andy Landmesser
Capt. Paul D. Lang

Sgt. Christopher Madden
Pvt. Francis Misantone
2nd Lt. Ryan Misero
Lt. J.G. Brian Muka
Sgt. Bradley Panichelli
Alex Rozon

lan Deutfch Commander Mary Russell
Jennifer Dunn Lt. Chris Schwarz
Danny Fuller Lt/Cmd. Peter Snyder

Joshua Horrocks Bryan Williams,

Vincent Yarch

If you have a family member who is currently in the military
and you would like their name to be recognized and prayed for,
please contact the parish office at 610-269-8294.
If your loved one hasreturned
home safely, please let us know.
< )’ Thank you! 3—}%)
/Q -

DAY OF SANCTIFICATION FOR
PRIESTS

In response to our Holy Fathers call to
grow in holiness, the priests of the
Archdiocese gather each year for a day of
prayer and reflection on the priesthood.
This year, our priests will gather with
Cardinal Rigali at Saint Charles Borromeo
Seminary on Wednesday, December 9,
2009 for the Day of Sanctification for
Priests. We, the priests of your parish, ask
you to remember us and all our brother
priests in your daily prayers, by saying the
following Prayer for Priests once each day
throughout the season of Advent.

A Prayer for Priests

Risen Lord, Jesus, You love priests with all
your priestly heart. Hear my heart-felt
prayer for all our priests. | pray for
faithful and fervent priests; for unfaithful
and tepid priests; for priests who labor at
home and abroad; for lonely and desolate
priests; for young and old priests; for sick
and dying priests; for the souls of priestsin
Purgatory.

Merciful Heart of Jesus, remember all our
priests. Give them a deep faith, a bright
and firm hope, and a burning love. | ask
that in their longliness, You comfort them;
in their sorrow, You strengthen them; in
their frustration, You show them that it is
through suffering that the soul is purified.

Eternal High Priest, keep all priests close
to Your Sacred Heart and bless them
abundantly in time and eternity. Amen.
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Stewardshi
Corner
STAY AWAKE!

. DID YOU :
: KNOW .22? |

It cost on average $14,123.00 per =
- month last fiscal year to heat, cool, and
light all of our parish buildings.

1°T SUNDAY OF ADVENT .

Making the connection between the season of

Advent and Christian Stewardship is not difficult!

Advent is about waiting, preparing for the Lord,

good steward of al of the gifts that God has given
us. Awakening to the reality that all is a gift is the
: first step into the lifelong process of growing in
[\ stewardship. Advent is a beautiful timeto reflect on

As a good gardener works from
morning until night to destroy
the weeds in his garden and fill it
with flowers, so let uswork every
day to destroy the blemishes of
our soul and adorn it with

virtues.

what it means to truly be God s steward.

YEAR OF THE PRIEST
June 19, 2009 -June 19, 2010
Please Pray for Priests

Dear Lord,

We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap
her mantle around your priests and
through her intercession strengthen
them for their ministry.

We pray that Mary will guide your
priests to follow her own words, Do
whatever Hetellsyou (Jn 2:5).

May your priests have the heart of St.
Joseph, Mary s most chaste spouse.

May the Blessed Mother s own
pierced heart inspire them to embrace
all who suffer at the foot of the cross.

May your priests be holy, filled with
the fire of your love seeking nothing
but your greater glory and the
salvation of souls.
Amen
Saint John Vianney, pray for us.

LY PRIESTS FOR A HOLY PEOPLE|

~Of Salvation

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

November 22 & 29, 2009
Dueto an early publication deadline, the November 22 &
29 collection totals & poor box will be in the following
weekend, December 6.

The Poor Box for December isfor Safe Harbor of
Greater West Chester.
Safe Harbor of Greater West Chester provides Shelter and
Encouragement for the Homeless. Having a safe place to
live for three months means a lot to the men and women.
The continuity gives them a chance to heal and to plan for a
better future.

H.O.P.E.

Time Commitment - Minimal

H CIP
Drivers On Call
1 Week every 2 months!!

\Nantedlp
Usually only 1 to 2 1/2 hours Max.

Typically 1-2 rides during On-Call Week
Unable to do aride? Coordinator will find another driver!

Thisisagreat way to volunteer your time &
meet people grateful for the rides they are given!
Call Helen Lyons at 610-873-8041 helenmly-
ons@yahoo.com.
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as well as stewardship communities working for systemic justice and peace. Stewardship flowing from a
personal and communal relationship to Christ holds a particular attraction to people. It is, ultimately, the
al and al relationship to Christ holds icul [ le. Itis, ultimately, th
| pull and power of the Gospel come alive in our times and circumstances. I
I ~ Stewardship: A Disciples Response, A Pastoral Letter on Sewardship I

| So, what does this mean? It means that whether | am helping my neighbor who is sick with the flu get her |
kids to basketball, or participating in a blood drive, or raising funds for Heifer International | am being a
Igood steward of God s gifts. My reationship with the Lord through personal prayer drives me towards
faithful stewardship and the need to share with others the deep spiritual rewards of that reIaIionshipI
Ithrough acts of kindness both small and great. | can bring the message of the Gospel into the world and |
| make the words come alive for others through simple actions that are areflection of God s love. |

H.O.P.E.
Helping Other People Vocatlons to the Rel ' ife
Everyday

Rides - 11/30-12/6
Contact Lisa Mattioni at 610-269-9025 |
Or Ann McLaughlin at 610-269-8550.

MERCY HOSPICE

The Menu for December

Group 3: Southwest Chicken with Corn & Rice
Group 4: Beef Puffswith M ushroom Sauce

Rides - 12/7-12/13
Contact Betty Ahern at 610-518-2256
Helen Lyons at 610-873-8041.

Slosess Nooded! ]

I
I
I
I
: Call Gail at 610-269-9574. Thank you!
I
I
I
I

Open Hours I— ————————————— 1
Day Time
Sun 1-2am GOOD NEIGHBORS
Sun 2-3am
Sun 3-4am Come join the Good Neighbors Ministry as we
Sun 10-11am work toward reducing despair and hopelessnessin
Mon 1-2 am the homes of our neighbors in Chester County.
Mon 3-4 am
Tues 2-3am Contact Becky K opec at 610-873-4527 or
Tues 3-4am good.neighbors@hotmeail.com for more
Thurs 2-3am information or to volunteer one Saturday of your
Thurs 4-5am time to this ministry.
Sat 12-1 pm
Without Eucharistic worship asits
beating heart, the parish dries up. 7
Pope John Paul |1
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c.r.e.wW.

December 8

Nativity followed
by Luminary Sale
Preparation
December 22
No Meeting

Ladies Group
Advent Reflection

Satur day mor ning
December 5
Join usfor Massin the
Church at 8AM followed
by a Continental
breakfast in the Holy
Family Center with an
Advent Reflection and
discussion at 9AM with
Msgr Lynn. Please
RSVP to Chris Grove.
Last minute walk-ins are
always welcome.
Contact grolc@aol.com
or
610-322-4601 after 5PM

Blessing of the Outdoor

YOUTH MINISTRY N

All 7-12 Graders
are invited to help wrap gifts for the greater
Philadel phia Community
Sunday, December 6 from 12:30-5PM

Meet at Saint Joe s - Free Bus Transportation!

Aswell as an Opportunity for Sunday Mass!

Bring an unwrapped toy or wrapping Paper!
Permission slip available on the Parish Website

- DueDec. 2

EEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

LEGION OF MARY

Please join this organization | -

well known around world.
It began in our parishin
1993.

Through prayer & action
the Legion of Mary brings
people closer to Jesus
through Mary.

We meet on Tuesday at
6:45-8:00 PM at
Villa Saint Martha
Students can join from 3rd
to 8th grade on Thursday,
after school, in the Parish
Center from 3:20 PM to
4:30 PM. For moreinfor-
mation, call Mimma at
610-384-7933.

71 N
P NN
) =380 S
st. Joseph Adolescent Ministry

Christmas Dance
December 4
7:30PM - 10:30 PM

~nEEEEEEEEEENER

PRIME TIMERS
& The Prime Timers Chrisstmas Party/
* Luncheon will be held on December 2,
2009 on the grounds of the Milltown Grill at the
Downingtown Country Club at 12 noon. Dont
forget your ticket!

Coming events
January 6, 2010- We are to be the guests of the
students of St Joseph Elementary School
February 3, 2010- We will celebrate the fifthteenth
anniversary of the club as well as the unbirthday of
al members.
March 3, 2010- Kevin Pierce, aretired state police-
man, will be our guest vocalist.
April 7, 2010- We will enjoy our favorite game,
Crazy Bingo.
May 5, 2010- Come join us at our auction, for the
benefit of the Lord s Pantry!
June 2, 2010- We will have our annual picnic to
close the season

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE (610)-873-8798

RCIA

Classes for adults wishing to learn more about the Catholic Faith through RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults, are on Wednesdays (September - May) from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Parish Mtg. Ctr. (MR 2).

December dates: 2, 9, 16
Looking into January
Annual New Year Social & Pot-Luck Supper for all in RCIA and their families January 6 (parish mtg ctr)

PREP

Contact the PREP Office at 610-873-8798 for registration information. Registration forms can be found at
www.stj oeprepdtown.org. A copy of your child srecord of Baptismis required for those new to our program.

November & December Schedule
No classes November 29/30-December 1, December 27-29 & January 3-5

Classes meet on December 6-8, 13-15, and 20-22 and Grades 7-12 meet on 12/14
*** Advent Reconciliation on 12/14 & 12/15 during class time***

Preschool & Kindergarten-Sponsored Toy Collection: Now through December 7.
Toys can be dropped off in the PREP office. They will be donated to Operation Santa Claus to be wrapped
and given to needy children throughout the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Savethe Date!
Jan. 7, 2010 from 7-9 PM in the Parish Mtg Ctr - Mandatory Alternate Parent Sacramental Gathering
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