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Saint Joseph Church 
3 3 8 M a n o r A v e n u e , D o w n i n g t o w n, PA  1 9 3 3 5 

December 6, 2009 

Second Sunday in Advent 
Rev. William J. Smith, Rev. Msgr. Robert T. McManus ................................ Pastor Emeriti 
 
Rev. Monsignor William J. Lynn............................................................. Pastor 
Rev. Brian M. Kean..................................................................Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Matthew W. Guckin................................................................... Resident 
Deacon Edward R. Schiappa............................................. Permanent Deacon 

����������	
���
��

Parish Office..............................................................................610-269-8294 
Parish Office Fax .......................................................................610-269-2487 
Convent.....................................................................................610-269-8314 
School .......................................................................................610-269-8999 
PREP ........................................................................................610-873-8798 
Web site .........................................................................www.stjoesdtown.org 

�
������������

 Saturday, 5:00 pm  
 Sunday, 6:00 am, 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 noon, 4:00 pm 

�������������

 Mon-Fri 7:00, 9:00 am; Sat. 8:00 am 
 
������������������������

 As Announced 

������������������
������������������������
������

 Perpetual Adoration in the Holy Family Chapel 

���
�������

� ��������

 Sundays at 1:00 pm. Please call the parish office to schedule a Baptism. 

�  ��������������

 Saturdays, 3:30 pm � 4:30 pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6: 30 am and 8:30 am; 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 

� ��

�����
 Couples planning to marry  are asked to meet with their parish priest as soon as 
 possible after their engagement and to enroll in a marriage-prep program 
 (Unitas) at least six months prior to the wedding. 

 �����
���������!�
����

 The next registration will take place this Sunday, December 6, at 10:00 am in the 
Parish Meeting Center, located behind St. Joseph Education Center.  This is a 
combined registration for November/December due to the holidays. 

��"�������

 The Holy Rosary: Recited before the 9:00 am Mass daily 
 First Saturday Devotions: Held the First Saturday of each month at 8:30 am 
 Miraculous Medal Devotions: Every Tuesday after 9:00 AM Mass 
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BAPTISMS 
 

Congratulations to the families of  
 
 

AMELIA JANE D�ANTONIO, SEAN KENNETH 
GROBEN, BRIAN MCFADDEN, JR., JOHN 
ANDREW MELESKY, CLARE CHRISTINE 

MICH, JACOB LEO NAU, JORDAN ANTHONY 
STEVENS, ANNABEL LILY THOMAS 

 

who were baptized on November 22 & 29. 
 

 

Parents of babies to be baptized are asked to please 
register for Pre-Jordan, a three-week program at St. 
Joseph Parish, recommended by the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia for the formation of parents having their 
children baptized. Meetings are normally held on 
Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM. To get the most benefit from 
these sessions, we encourage you to attend during your 
pregnancy. Please visit our web site for further details and 
for registration information or call the parish office.  

ANNOUNCED MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 
5:00 PM-Theresa & Anthony Vitiello by Children 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 
6:00 AM-For the Parishioners 
7:30 AM-Deceased Members of the Muzii Family by  
 Anderson,Freas & Malle Families 
9:00 AM-Cesare Fersini by Cassidy Family 
10:30 AM-Rose DiStefano & Anthony DiStefano by Mother 
12:00 PM-Dominic Binh Than by Family 
4:00 PM-George Bird by Ronnie & Family 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 
7:00 AM-Cesare & Berenice Fersini by Joseph M. Polverini 
9:00 AM-Marie R. Herb by Cattin Family 
7:00 PM VIGIL - All Servicemen & Women  
  by Catanese Family 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 Holy Day of Obligation 
Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:00 AM-Pat McLaughlin by Klass Family 
9:00 AM-Antonio Sousa by Wife 
12:15 PM-Sara Lou Irwin by Mary Pellegrini  
7:00 PM-Frank DiFrancesco by Wife & Children 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
7:00 AM-Marie & William Lynn by Family 
9:00 AM-Pietro & Giaconda DiSanti by Vince & Carmela 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
7:00 AM-Herb Schmidt by Denise & Fred Schmidt 
9:00 AM-John M. Baker, Jr. by Wife & Family 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 
7:00 AM-Rose Ottaviano by Joan Ottavianio Green 
9:00 AM-Tommy Morrissey by Pat Petrone 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
8:00 AM-Sadie Keane by Ferrari Family 

Please call the parish office (each month) if you 
would like to remove someone�s name from this list.  

�those who are sick: Joan Ashton, Molly Baldwin, Karen 
Batty, Robert Bellard, Kayla Cameron, Anthony Colatta, 
Anthony Bianco, Patrice Blasdell, Rosemary Brady, Steve 
Campbell, Lorraine Carlin, Laura, Carter, Anita Conant, 
Florence Ceulers, Nancy Chinery, Russ Conway, Agnes 
Cummings, Gino DiBernadetto, John DiBerardinis, Mario 
DiFrancesco, John Dmytriyk, Sr., Joe Dunn, Nancy Farrell, 
Dorothy Fay, Rosemary Fernandes, Dorothy Foy, John Francis, 
Vincent Gazzo, Al Greco, Don & Dorothy Habermann, Sr., 
Eileen Heller, Mason Ippolito, Chris Jones, Doris Jones, 
Rosemary Kenny, Tiffany Kirlin, Fred Koerber, Sonia Layada, 
Anne Lewis, Frank Mariani, Derek Martin, Brett McAllister, 
Murial McCann, Roberta McCormick, Kaitlyn McLaughlin, Jay 
McManus, MaryJo Mento, Glenn Miller, Richard Monte, Ross 
Murphy, Patrick Oakes, Oakes & Martin Families, Jo O�Brien, 
Joseph Petz, Carmela Pietrinfreni, Martha Poff, Jacob Replogle,  
Barry Romley, Helen Rosciolo, Dolores Rudetys, Dave Sankula, 
Christopher Sauk, Ed Sauer, Robert Sheddy, Mary Sheridan, 
Peter Short, Mario Spoto, Katherine Sousa, Sister Mary 
Stanislaus, Jim Stratzell, Debbie Theurer, Smiles Thomas, 
Peter Walker, Joan Walsh, Betty Ward, Bill Ward, Zachary 
Weaver, Mary Young. 
 
�those who have died : Lewis �Jiggs� Capriotti, James 
Chrupcala, Harry �Buzz� Findeison  ANNOUNCED MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
5:00 PM-William Pacinelli by Rose & Family 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
6:00 AM-For the Parishioners 
7:30 AM-Ann Trolio Cross by Family 
9:00 AM-Angelo Patania by Angelo & Sylvia Mango 
10:30 AM-Lichok & Lockamy Family  
 by Don & Carolyn Lichok 
12:00 PM-Adeline Ursini (44th Anniv.)  
 by Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ursini & Daughters 
4:00 PM-James Pelzar by Sarah & Children 

 

The Altar Flowers are in memory of  
John M. Baker  

by Wife & Family 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns in memory of 
The Manetta & Pace Families 

PARISH REGISTRATION  
  

This Sun., Dec. 6, 10 AM  - Parish Meeting Center 
Located behind St. Joseph Education Center. 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  
Tuesday, December 8 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
Day time Receptionist will be at the front desk  

8am-9pm. Thank you! 
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The season of Advent can go by very quickly and we can miss some of the spiritual meaning of 
this beautiful season.  One of the clearest symbols for us is the Advent wreath.  Its� origins go 
back to pre-Christian times, to the tribes of northern Europe who worshipped the sun.  It was one 
of the many pagan symbols of light used at the end of November-beginning of December, that 

time of year when our pagan ancestors celebrated the month of Yule with lit torches and fires.  To ensure that the 
sun god would return after the darkest days of the year, they took what may have been a cart wheel, wound greens 
around it, decorated it with lights and offered it to the deity. 
 

The custom survived into Christian times.  It was in eastern Germany in the 16th century when the custom of fire 
and light was �baptized,� and the advent wreath made its w ay in to peoples� homes as a religious symbol of the 
season.  Wreaths became popular with Catholics and Lutherans alike across Germany, eventually spreading to other 
countries.  The adoption by English speaking countries came later, but now it is firmly established in the United 
Kingdom and North America. 
 

The ritual of lighting an additional candle each week signifies the hope and longing of the people of the Old 
Covenant for a redeemer, and the gradual realization of God�s promises through the prophets, John the Baptist and 
Mary.  The circular shape of the wreath symbolizes the coming of the Lord in the past, present and future.  The 
evergreens are a sign of life and hope.  The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine and holly, 
immorality; cedar, strength and healing.  Holly also has special symbolism as the prickly leaves remind us of the 
crown of thorns.  The wreath depicts the immorality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through 
Christ who entered our world becoming true God and man, victorious over sin and death through his own passion, 
death and resurrection. 
 

In the rush of this season, do not miss the opportunity to pray, reflect, and appreciate the wonderful signs and 
symbols of this season.  They help us to focus that Christ became one like us in order to give us the most perfect gift 
- himself and our eternal salvation! 
 

On Tuesday of this week we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  It is a Holy Day of Obligation.  
Mass will be held at 7 PM on Monday and 7 AM, 9 AM, 12:15 PM and 7 PM on Tuesday.  After the evening Mass 
on December 8, we will gather on the lawn of Church to bless our outdoor nativity and anticipate the season with a 
few carols.  Please join us! 
 

God Bless you All! 

BLESSING OF OUR OUTDOOR NATIVITY!! 
 

Please plan on attending the blessing of our outdoor nativity 
immediately following the 7PM Mass on Dec. 8, The 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of 

Obligation. 
 

Last year this was a beautiful evening, with a brief candle light 
procession to the front of Church, a few carols, and the blessing of the 
manger.  What a wonderful opportunity to witness to the real meaning 
of Christmas. 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

 
 
 

In addition to the regular Tuesday & Thursday 
confession schedule, an Advent Penance 
Service will be held on Tuesday, December 
15 at 7:00 PM.  Please take advantage of this 
opportunity to prepare your hearts for 
Christmas!  

 
Also, Please take Note: 

Confessions will not take place  
Wednesday Evenings on 

 

December 9  
Day of Sanctification for Priests 

December 16 & 23  
Area Parish Penance Services 

NEIGHBORING AREA PENANCE SERVICES  
St. Maximilian Kolbe  

Mon., Dec. 14 at 7:00 PM 
St. Elizabeth 

Wed., Dec. 16 at 7:00 PM 
SS. Philip & James 

Mon., Dec. 21 at 7:00 PM 
St. Peter 

Tues., Dec. 22 at 6:15 PM 
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PLEASE PRAY  
FOR THE SAFETY  
OF OUR MILITARY 

 

Almighty & eternal God, those who take refuge in you will be 
glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect them with the 

shield of your strength and keep them safe from all evil and 
harm. May the power of your love enable them to return home 

in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise 
you for your loving care. Amen 

If you have a family member who is currently in the military 
and you would like their name to be recognized and prayed for,  

please contact the parish office at 610-269-8294.   
If your loved one has returned  

home safely, please let us know.  
 Thank you! 

Spc. Amber Baldwin 
Steve Bigos 

Andrew Bowser 
Charles Carroll, Jr. 

2nd Lt. David Carson 
Christopher Daily 
Sarah DeBarberie 

Capt. Pamela DeFazio 
Christopher Deutfch 

Ian Deutfch 
Jennifer Dunn 
Danny Fuller 

Joshua Horrocks 
Phillip Johnson 

Andy Landmesser 
Capt. Paul D. Lang 

Sgt. Christopher Madden 
Major Brian McGonagle 
Pvt. Francis Misantone 

2nd Lt. Ryan Misero 
Lt. J.G. Brian Muka 

Sgt. Bradley Panichelli 
Alex Rozon 

Commander Mary Russell 
Lt. Chris Schwarz 

Lt/Cmd. Peter Snyder 
Bryan Williams,  
Vincent Yarch 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND 
DECORATIONS 

Remember your loved ones at Christmas! 
Donations will be accepted to help defray the cost of all 
our beautiful Christmas decorations in and around the 
church.  Bring  the names  of  your  loved  ones  and 
donation to the parish office by Thursday, December 
10.  We are asking a donation of $10 for each one of 
your loved ones to be remembered. The list of names 
will be published in the bulletin on December 20.  
 

Names of deceased: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

1.___________________________________________ 

2.___________________________________________ 

3.___________________________________________ 

4.___________________________________________ 

 
SECOND COLLECTION  

 

NEXT WEEKEND, DECEMBER 12 & 13 
FOR THE RETIREMENT FUND  

FOR THE RELIGIOUS 

LETTER FROM  
CARDINAL RIGALI 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Over the past years the Annual Retirement 
Fund for Religious Collection in our country 
has provided much needed assistance for 
those religious who have generously given of 
themselves in the service of the Gospel. In 
these uncertain economic times, we all 
recognize the additional burden placed upon 
religious congregations in caring for their 
elderly, sick and retired members. 
 

The role of consecrated religious in the 
history of the American Church offers a truly 
remarkable witness. With great enthusiasm, 
and often in difficult and trying 
circumstances, these men and women have 
undertaken the challenge of bringing Christ�s 
salvific message and comfort to so many 
needing that grace. From parish schools and 
education centers to hospitals and hospices, to 
academic institutions of higher learning, their 
selfless dedication demonstrates how God 
cares for His people through the hands and 
hearts of these chosen servants.  
 

Once again I ask you for your continued 
generous support for our devoted brothers and 
sisters in this Retirement Fund for Religious 
Collection, scheduled for December 12-13, 
2009. Let us also remember them in our daily 
prayers.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Justin Cardinal Rigali,  
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
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PARISH RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION OFFICE (610)-873-8798 

 

RCIA 
December dates: 9, 16 
Looking into January 

Annual New Year Social & Pot-Luck Supper for all 
in RCIA and their families January 6  

(parish mtg ctr) 
 

PREP 
Contact the PREP Office for registration informa-
tion. Registration forms can be found at 
www.stjoeprepdtown.org. A copy of your child�s 
record of Baptism is required for those new to our 
program. 

 

December Schedule 
No classes December 27-29 & January 3-5 

Classes meet on December 6-8, 13-15, and 20-22 
and Grades 7-12 meet on 12/14 

Advent Reconciliation on 12/14 & 12/15 during 
class time 

Save the Date! 
Jan. 7, 2010 from 7-9 PM in the Parish Mtg Ctr   

Mandatory Alternate Parent  
Sacramental Gathering 

 
 

 

ST. JOSEPH�S YOUTH GROUP ANNUAL LUMINARY SALE 
 

 A luminary is a little lantern, usually a candle inside a paper lamp shade. Today, a typical 
luminary is made out of white paper bags weighted down with sand and illuminated from within 
by a lit candle and traditionally displayed on Christmas Eve.   

 

C.R.E.W. would like to invite you and your family to share in this annual tradition of preparing the way for 
the Christ child this Christmas season! 
 

Orders will be available for pick up on December 20 from 8am to 1pm, and after the 4pm 
mass. They will be available for purchase on December 20th as supplies last. Pre-order 

to guarantee you have hassle free luminaries this year! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I would like to order luminarias. Enclosed is my payment.  
 

I would like to order ______ luminarias at $1.00 each.  
The total for this portion of my order is $______ 

 

I would like to order ______ bundles of 12 luminarias at $10.00 each.  
The total for this portion of my order is $______ 
 

The total for my order is $______ 
 

I have enclosed my payment of: ______ Cash/Check (Payable to St. Joseph Church) 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
Phone Number: ________________________________ 
Email Address:_________________________________ 

 

Please return this form with payment to the Holy Family Center. 
If you have any questions, please contact Chris Friel at 610-269-8294 or at 

Chrisf@stjoesdtown.org.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Rite of Acceptance into to Order of 
Catechumens�  

 

On Sunday, November 29, at the 9:00 Mass, Msgr. Lynn 
welcomed the adults and children preparing to be 
welcomed into the Church this coming Easter through 
RCIA. After a period of  preparation, these adults and 
children declared their intention to the Church who 
accepts them as persons who intend to become its 
members. Those accepted into the order of catechumens 
(those not yet baptized) are Debbie Crawford, Morgan 
Foulke and Julie Huckins.  
 

Those who are baptized and seeking to complete their 
Christian initiation through the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Eucharist or to be received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church were also warmly 
welcomed by Msgr. and the parish community. Our 
candidates are: Karen Amspacher, Erin Casey, Jill Cutolo, 
Bill Feist, Jennifer Fischer, Lynn Flynn, Catherine 
Glisson, Julia Leimkuhler, Jim Lowe, Lisa Mackey, Kellie 
Martin, Courtney Pagan, Lance Pinos, Michael Pizzitola, 
Katherine Prammer, Martin Prammer, Alisha Ratliff, and 
Neely Shields. 
 

Please pray for our catechumens and candidates as they 
continue to journey toward Easter through intellectual and 
spiritual preparation. 



138 Page 6 

 

 

 

Order Manna at shopwithscrip.com.  
Orders are due by 11:00 AM Mondays  
and ready for Pick up on Thursdays. 
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Day Time 

Sun  1-2 am 
Sun 2-3 am 
Sun 3-4 am 
Sun 10-11am 
Mon 1-2 am 

Tues 3-4 am 
Thurs 2-3 am 
Thurs 4-5 am 

Sat 12-1 pm 

Mon 3-4 am 
Tues 2-3 am 

Open Hours  

�Without Eucharistic worship as its 
beating heart, the parish dries up.�   

Pope John Paul II 

�And when we give each other Christmas gifts in 
His name, let us remember that He has given us the 
sun and the moon and the stars, and the earth with 
its forests and mountains and oceans � and all that 
lives upon them.  He has given us green things and 
everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all that 
we quarrel about and all that we have misused � and 
to save us from our foolishness, from all our sins, 
He came down to earth and gave us himself.� 
~ Sigrid Undset 
 
This Advent season, ponder the wonders of God�s love. 

GIFTS 

 
H.O.P.E.  

Helping Other 
People Everyday 

 
Rides - 12/7-12/13 

Contact Betty Ahern  
at 610-518-2256 or 

Helen Lyons at 610-873-8041. 
 

Rides - 12/14-12/20 
Contact Amy Piro at 610-873-4152 
or Mary Sweeney at 610-269-0604. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thank you for your continued 
support. We had a great blood 
drive on Friday � much needed 
and much appreciated as the Red 
Cross did not collect what was 
anticipated over the weekend. In 
all, 53 pints were collected which 
will help more that 159 area hos-
pital patients.  

Shop with Scrip Bonus offers beginning No-
vember 28th just in time for Christmas! 

 

Starbuck 2% bonus increase from 7% to 8%         
 

Barnes & Noble 2% bonus increase  
from 9% to 11% 

 

L.L. Bean 2% bonus increase from 15% to 17% 
 

Home Depot 2% bonus increase from 4% to 6% 
 

Sheetz 1% increase from 3% to 4% 
 

Country Buffet 1% increase from 5% to 6% 
 

I Tunes 3% increase from 5% to 8% 
 

Build a Bear 2% increase from 8% to 10% 
 

Express 2% increase from 10% to 12% 
 

Lowe�s 2% increase from 4% to 6% 
 

Lands end 2% increase from 17% to 19% 
 

Domino�s 3% increase from 5% to 8% 
 

Sports Authority 3% increase from 8% to 11% 
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Please note: 
 

The following Bulletins are due 
early 

 

December 20 bulletin due on 
December 14 

December 27 bulletin due on 
December 18 

January 3 bulletin due on 
December 23 

(Please hand in any ads 2 days 
prior to deadline) 

 
 
 
 The parish library is open every 
day of the week during parish office 
hours.  New titles arrive daily with a 
current collection of almost 2,000 
books and videos. 

DID YOU  
KNOW��.??? 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

November 22, 2009 
4,268 Registered Families 

 

Ordinary Income:  $26,437.00 
       Loose Cash:  $2,341.96 

           Weekly EFT:  $2,884.00 
                Total: $31,662.96 

 

Envelopes Received: 953 
Weekly EFT Participants: 104   

 
 

November 29, 20009 
Ordinary Income:  $24,204.00 

       Loose Cash:  $2,361.60 
           Weekly EFT:  $2,884.00 

                Total: $29,449.60 
 

Envelopes Received: 797 
Weekly EFT Participants: 104   

 
November 22 Poor Box: $243.58 
November 29 Poor Box: $412.00 

November Poor Box Total: $1,592.45 
 

The Poor Box for December is for  
Safe Harbor of Greater West Chester.  

 Safe Harbor of Greater West Chester provides Shelter and 
Encouragement for the Homeless.  Having a safe place to 
live for three months means a lot to the men and women. 
The continuity gives them a chance to heal and to plan for 

a better future. 

MERCY HOSPICE 
 

The Menu for December 
Group 3: Southwest Chicken with Corn & Rice 

Group 4: Beef Puffs with Mushroom Sauce 
 

Call Gail at 610-269-9574. Thank you! 

**If  your tag is for a cash donation or gift certificate  
please place the gift in an envelope,  

attach the tag and return it to the parish office.** 

The Giving Tree Project is Here 
 

Don’t forget about the Giving Tree. Your help is 
needed even more this year. Simply take a tag from 
the tree, purchase the requested gift, and return the 
gift, with the tag securely attached, under the tree. 
Please remember, ALL GIFTS ARE DUE BACK 
BY WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16. Also, 
please pay attention to the tag. Some have 
specific instructions regarding early due dates or 
no gift-wrapping. And we are looking for helpers 
to sort the gifts on Friday evening, December 18, at 
the church.  If you are interested in helping, or have 
questions, contact Nick at 610-269-5450 or 610-
578-5085. And once again, thank you for all of your 
support and generosity on this important project! 

For the Birds 
Take a walk and find a pine-
cone.  Tie twine at the top of a 
pinecone to hang it from a tree 
branch.  Spread peanutbutter 
all over the pinecone.  Roll in 
birdseed.  Hang on a tree 
branch outside a window.  Wait 
and watch for the birds to come 
and dine!  You are helping one 
of God�s creatures 

KIDS CORNER�
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